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[LA-SiGMA] will provide for efficient collection and 
dissemination of information between participants, the K-12 

community, two-year colleges, and the general public. 
  

 



External Engagement Strategies 

International 
partnerships 

Science 
museums 

Public lectures 

Public media 

Interaction 
with NSF 

External 
Engagement 

Strategies 

Local industry 

Internal 
communications 



Strategies Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 

Leverage multiple avenues to engage the general public. X X X X X 

Create a web portal for distribution of project 
deliverables.  

X X X X X 

Create a repository and version control system for code 
development and distribution.  

X X X X X 

Leverage cyberinfrastructure to facilitate communication.  X X X X X 

Use Newsletter/Brochures/Highlights to publicize Alliance 
activities.  

X X X X X 

Create formal mechanisms for engagement with NSF.  X X X X X 

Establish new national and international collaborations.  X X X X X 

Create mechanisms for internal communications.  X X X X X 

External Engagement Milestones 

*Mostly on track; pending LPB appearance and HD video conferencing equipment purchase. 

Mitigation plan: Working with LPB for feature, HD standards being finalized. 

On Track* 

On Track 

On Track 

On Track* 

On Track 

On Track 

On Track 

On Track 



Engaging the Public  Nanodays in Baton Rouge, March 
24 and 31, 2012 

 Public talks by DiTusa  & Sprunger 

 NSF/LA EPSCoR sponsored 
workshop: Science: Becoming the 
Messenger, November 17, 2011 

 SciPort Discovery Center, 
Shreveport, February 21,2012 

 Super Science 
Saturday, Baton 
Rouge, October 
15, 2011 



Industry 
 ILT has met 
 La Tech researchers continue to build their 

relationship with Carbon Capture Energy Technologies 
and Avoyelles Energy 

 Xavier working with Absorption Systems, Inc of 
Philadelphia 

 UNO and Vertex Pharmaceuticals  
 LSU and Albemarle Corporation 

Website 
 Tracking is enabled, but not yet explored 

Facebook 

 Need more activity 



Leveraging LONI Facilities 

 LA-SiGMA investigating collaborative (LONI, BoR) solutions for HD 
synchronous video, lecture/seminar capture, and digitization 

 LONI will help fund the HD solution (add Xavier?) 
 Technical contacts and EEWD members discussing details 



Newsletters and Highlights 

 Speaking of Science speakers 
October 2011, 6 faculty, LA 
Tech (1), LSU (1), Xavier (2), 
UNO(2)  

 Send NSF Highlights as you 
publish  



Newsletters and Highlights 

 LA-SiGMA highlighted in Fall 2011 LSU Research Magazine 



Newsletters and Highlights 

 May 2011 LA EPSCoR newsletter 
(published October 2011) 



Target: Internal Communications 

 Monthly seminars 

 

 Monthly meetings of the SD 
and CTCI teams 

Leverage cyberinfrastructure, video-conferencing, 
collaboration tools, web portal, all-hands meetings. 



Target: National and International Partnerships 

 International Symposium 
Series 



Target: National and International Partnerships 

 LSU has SAVI whitepaper at 
NSF, targeting Africa in 
addition to existing 
collaborations 

 PNNL NWCHEM center 
proposal 

 New collaboration between 
La Tech and Florida A&M 
focusing on iron oxide 
nanoparticles 

 Xavier collaborating with 
Institute for Physical Science, 
Kiev and University of 
Tennessee Space Institute 



Target: National and International Partnerships 

 SUBR developing 
collaborations with Turkey, 
LANL, and Lehigh 

 UNO has collaborations with 
Cincinnati and Sandia 

 LSU collaborates with 
Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology and Grenoble 

 LSU collaborates with 
APS/ANL on phase contrast 
imaging 

 LSU collaborating with Brazil 



External Engagement 

Activity Number 

Public Lectures 0 

Appearance on local/statewide TV or radio 0 

Advised a science museum 0 

Delivered a lecture to an industry 1 

Used web portal to distribute project deliverables 1 

Uploaded codes to the repository 0 

Contributed a highlight to the EPSCoR newsletter 0 

Submitted a research highlight 0 

Used video conferencing 1 

Had a LA-SiGMA story picked up by national/regional 

press 

0 

Participated in biannual meeting 2 

Served as a speaker for SoS 1 


